Tel: {203) 977.5089
Fax: {203} 677-5846
www.cilyofstamiord.org

MAYOR
DANNEL P. MALLQY

DIRECTOR
MICHAEL W. FREIMUTH

Crry OF STAMFFORD
GFFICE OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

INTER-GOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS
888 WASHINGTON BOULEVARD
STAMFORD, CT 06901-2152

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF REFORM OF TENANT EVICTION MANDATE ON
MUNICIPALITIES
Si3 3753, HBB 3538, 1B 3871

M. Chairman. Members of the Planning and Development Commitlee, please be advised
that the City of Stamford supports the reform of the State’s tenanl possession mandates
on municipalities that require taxpayer funded clean up. storage and disposition of
evicted tenants personal property.

The City of Stamlord currently budgets $60.000 annually to stafT and manage this
problem. We do have our own storage lacilitics which save storage costs that other lowns
may confront, However. our $60,000 does not reflect any costs of these storage facilities
that are part of the city’s overall property budget. Further. city staft expect the current
tevel of foreclosures will increase the workload and costs of this mandate in the near term

by as much as 23%.

Simply eliminating the mandate is not enough however as we have seen landiords simply
dump the possessions al the curb. necessitating city public work crews 1o be used to clean
up the mess. As such. holding tenants and landlords responsible as suggested in HI3 3871

has some merit.

Very little of the property is worth cnough to merit auctions as tenants usuaily take the
most valuable of items with them and leave behind discards and less than one-third ever
show up Lo claim their goos.

As focal govermment must move back o the most basic of public services such as
education. police. fire and public works, we need to eliminate some of the state mandates
that require the taxpayers 1o carry the linancial penalty of decisions made by private

parties.
Thank vou.

Mike Freimuth
Director of OfTice of Intergovernmental Relations




